President Barack Obama, Vice President Joseph Biden, First Lady Michelle
Obama and Dr. Jill Biden today [4/12/11] launched Joining Forces, a national
initiative to support and honor America's service members and their
families. The initiative aims to educate, challenge, and spark action
from all sectors of our society - citizens, communities, businesses,
non-profits, faith based institutions, philanthropic organizations, and
government - to ensure military families have the support they have
earned.

Joining Forces is spearheaded by Mrs. Obama and Dr. Biden, who have been
leaders in supporting our nation's military families and advocating for
their priorities. Joining Forces was created to address the unique
challenges and needs of military families that Mrs. Obama and Dr. Biden
have heard firsthand during meetings with military spouses, briefings
with military leaders, and many visits to military communities at home
and abroad, and through their work on military family priorities.
Building on this groundwork, the initiative will focus on key priority
areas - employment, education, and wellness, while engaging in a
comprehensive effort to raise awareness about the service, sacrifice,
and needs of military families.


As part of the initiative, a new website - JoiningForces.gov - provides
ways for all Americans to step up and show their gratitude to our
service members and their families. Visitors can send messages of
thanks, find opportunities to get involved and share stories of service.
The website will highlight Federal Government support and the
outstanding American citizens, communities, and businesses that are
serving our nation's military families.
